
495CHAPTER 20  •  Comparative Corrections

In response to public outcry about stories of “prison luxury,” the U.K. Ministry of Justice 
presented a series of proposals in a 2010 document outlining strategies designed to break 
the destructive cycle of crime and prison by ensuring that prisons become places of hard 
work and ones in which rehabilitation is to be opened up to innovative programs from 
the private and charitable sectors, which are paid according to the results they achieve. 
These proposals include the following:

FIGURE 20.2    �Increase in Prison Population in England and Wales,  
1993–2012, by Custody and Type (above) and Trends in  
Violent Crime, 1981–2006 (below)

Sources: Top: UK Ministry of Justice (2013), public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0; bottom: 
Jansson (2006), Office for National Statistics licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0, http://www.nationalarchives.gov 
.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
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